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                                  Alan Nelson
Prior to his 2001 retirement, Alan Nelson acted as Producer/Administrative Communications for the broadcast division of The Gaylord Entertainment Company. His duties included writing, producing and packaging multimedia presentations, writing and consulting on administrative level speeches and writing materials representing the three-billion-dollar corporation to the world financial community. He also worked with the Chief Executive Officer in utilizing Gaylord expertise in developing fund-raising and promotional vehicles for a wide range of community service organizations. 
Previously, Nelson was a producer/writer for The Nashville Network, a Gaylord property.  Nelson, a native of Wytheville, Virginia, crafted entertainment shows, music videos and commercials for TNN. His activities included producing, directing and writing one-hour Specials based on USO overseas tours. The specials featured a variety of artists and music types, ranging from bluegrass icon Ricky Skaggs to Wayne Newton and Miss USA. Nelson's TNN duties involved traveling twenty‑six countries, ranging from the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean to Asia and the jungles of South America.

 Nelson acquired his television production skills at WSM TV where he was employed as a staff reporter and special projects producer. He later was named film critic for the station. As a film critic, he interviewed the top actors, producers and directors of feature films in Hollywood and New York. During his WSM days, he also wrote the National Public Television “Summerfest” series, produced through a consortium formed by WNET, WETA and WGBH. Nelson also scripted PBS specials with Sarah Vaughn and the New Jersey Symphony, and three PBS “Live from the Grand Ole Opry” specials. He left WSM TV in 1983 to serve as one of the first four employees of the fledgling TNN, The National Life and Accident Insurance Company’s venture into cable television.
Nelson is a member of Sigma Delta Chi, the Professional Journalism Fraternity, and Alpha Psi Omega, the drama Fraternity. His writings have earned him numerous nominations and awards. A Vietnam era monologue titled "Day for Decision" was recorded by eight artists, and earned him a "Grammy" nomination, and a Freedoms Foundation George Washington medal. 

 During the Desert Storm conflict, he wrote another monologue which was subsequently performed by Jimmy Dean. "An Open Letter to America" has been used extensively by the military as a morale booster. Nelson was also awarded the 1989 Motor Sports Magazine award for a video presentation produced for NHRA corporate applications.

In his spare time, Nelson writes poetry, essays and song lyrics. The hobby has netted him recordings by 1960s pop singer Jimmy Rogers, folk artist Pete Seeger, Tex Ritter, Hank Williams Junior, the Hollyridge Strings and Merle Kilgore. He has also served on the Board of Directors for two Nashville community theaters, and has sung with the Nashville Symphony Orchestra Chorus and Pro Musica. His resume’ also includes stints as a WMAK air personality, a WSM Radio news reporter, an advertising agency copywriter and public relations director for WSM’s Grand Ole Opry.  

     In recent years Nelson has worked as a consultant with several non-profit organizations. His projects have included fund-raising videos for Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital, Fisk University, The Nashville Institute for the Arts and Junior Achievement of Middle Tennessee. He has also written, produced, directed and voiced tribute videos centered on several Nashville luminaries, including Ambassador Joe M. Rodgers, Bellsouth executive DeWitt Ezell, Phil Bredesen, General William Moore, Dennis Bottorff, BMI CEO Frances Preston, and entertainer Vince Gill. The tributes were created for J-A and The Easter Seals Society. Nelson also wrote the proposal the Country Music Association used in raising capital funds for the Hall of Fame’s performance theater.    

